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Web Site for History Students 
 
 
The global spread of the English language over the last years is remarkable. This is reflected in several ways, but 
statistical figures show the growing in its use: over 1.4 billions of people live in countries where English has an 
official status. Over 70 % of the world’s scientists read English. About 85 % of the world’s mail is written in 
English. 90 % of all information in the world’s electronic retrieval systems is stored in English. So, English has 
become a vehicle that is used universally in science, technology and commerce in this communication era. 
 
The widespread use of English as a language of wider communication in the world has also reached Cuban 
universities, which use it as a medium of instruction to develop linguistic skills in the academic knowledge and 
future goals of all professionals. Today, successful learning is a challenge in EFL teaching. However, one of the 
main concerns in the English language teaching is to provide circumstances that maximize student’s participation 
and creative involvement. Computers are one of the most exciting fields into which this energy can be channeled 
because of its benefits; for example: 

- The use of computers motivate students to learn, 
- Computers stimulate sight and hearing simultaneously in a way traditional resources do not, 
- They can help train students to become more independent and discipline learners, 
- The input computers may facilitate the formulation of ideas, develop specific terminology, and produce 

high – quality “products” / “output” such as letters, essays, descriptions, e-mails, etc. 
 

For these reasons and taking into account the results obtained in pedagogical tests applied in the last three 
academic years in which students were not efficiently able to summarize in English, (either written or orally), we 
decided to prepare a Web Site for History students. They should overcome those difficulties by means of the 
interdisciplinary approach which allows teachers to present them a tool in which the boundaries among subjects 
(English, Ancient and Middle Age History, Geography, and Spanish Composition among others) get closer in the 
learner’s mind. In this way, students could react for and against, research and solve real problems in a more 
significant and efficient way. These are abilities they should develop during the first year of their studies. 

 
The Web Site designed is a database of current authentic materials taken from Internet and Encarta. This site, in 
one hand, gathers the limited and scattered information students and teachers have about those topics and, on 
the other hand, it is timely and easily accessible for all. But it is necessary to point out that students need to be 
guided in a practical and feasible way during the process of learning their contents. That is why, they were 
assigned different tasks going from simple exercises to summarizing in Spanish, which is also a component of the 
proposal. 

 
At the end of the training, the results were remarkable. The percentage for selecting general and main ideas 
raised in 42 percent, summaries were much better and grammar problems decreased almost in half of the rank. 
However, linking of ideas kept its results with an amount of 50 percent of words misused. In general terms, we 
could state that students were more open – minded, flexible and cooperative when performing their tasks. All this 
represent a step forward in the way teachers sustain the interest and engagement of students in classes.  

 
The Web Site was made using Dreamweaver. The image design was supported by Photoshop. It could be seen in 
Internet Explorer 5.0 or above that. It’s optimized to 800 x 600 px and the navigator should be provided with 
Javascript.  
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